



CITY OF COTTONWOOD 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
COTTONWOOD COMMUNITY CLUB HOUSE
805 N. Main St. 
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

REGULAR MEETING 
DRAFT MINUTES
Monday, August 17, 2020
6:00 p.m.

I. 	CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Williams called the meeting to order at 6:01PM.

A. Roll Call

Commission Members Present		Commission Members Absent
Commissioner DiSisto			Commissioner Hart
Commissioner Richter			Commissioner Sherman
Commissioner Masten
Vice Chairman Dowell
	Chairman Williams


	Staff Members Present
	Scott Ellis, Community Development Director
	Jim Padgett, Planner
	Gary Davis, Planner
	Ron Corbin, City Manager
	Rick Contreras, Fire Marshall
	Jody Makuch, Police Commander
	Tricia Lewis, Economic Development Director
	Cassidy Presmyk, Administrative Assistance, Recorder



B. Approval of Minutes:  July 20, 2020 Regular Meeting

Motion: To approve minutes of the July 20, 2020 Regular Meeting.
Made by: Vice Chairman Dowell
Second: Commissioner Masten
Vote: unanimous

II.  	INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND UPDATES: 

Director Ellis states that the Parks Master Plan will go to Council next month, Circle K is currently being worked on and that Ming House has been demolished. 

III. 	CALL TO THE PUBLIC: NONE

IV. 	 	OLD BUSINESS:

1. ZO-20-006 AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF COTTONWOOD ZONING ORDINANCE ADDING A NEW SECTION 409 (RECREATIONAL VEHICLE AND MANUFACTURED HOME PARKS), AND AMENDING SECTIONS 410 GA ZONE (GENERAL AGRICULTURE), 411 AR-43 ZONE (AGRICULTURAL RESIDENTIAL), 417 MH ZONE (MANUFACTURED HOME), 418 C-1 ZONE (LIGHT COMMERCIAL), 419 C-2 ZONE (HEAVY COMMERCIAL), 423 CF ZONE (COMMUNITY FACILITY), AND 425 AR-70 ZONE (AGRICULTURAL RESIDENTIAL) – RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKS - Consideration of a Zoning Ordinance text amendment adding a new Section 409, with related text amendments to Sections 410, 411, 417, 418, 419, 423, and 425 regarding standards for Recreational Vehicle Parks, and listing Recreational Vehicle Parks as conditional uses in the C-1 and C-2 zones.

Planner Davis presented the project. 
Chairman Williams asked if we put a time limit on the stays, would it apply to current parks? Director Ellis answered by saying it wouldn’t affect current RV Parks unless they tried to expand. 
Mike Mongini stepped up to the podium and addressed the Commissioners by saying asphalt gets hot, and most RV’ers want no mud, no asphalt and he believes requiring asphalt wouldn’t be a good idea. He also stated he thinks they should change prohibiting fire pits within each spot and only allowing them in the common areas.
Vice Chairman Dowell wanted clarification on I2/I1 Zoning. He also stated he believes campfire pits should be allowed. 
Director Ellis stated that the current Paving Ordinance can be incorporated into the RV Amendment, that allows alternative paving.
Fire Marshall Contreras spoke to the Commissioners and said access, gross weight capabilities, and fire flow/fire hydrants are key. 
Vice Chairman Dowell stated it should be changed to state whatever fire code requires. 
Commissioner DiSisto asked for clarification on common areas and what would be required.
Fire Marshall Contreras responded by saying common areas such as decks, BBQ pits etc. and it would on depend on the code. 
Motion: To table conversation until changes can be made and discussed:

Made by: Vice Chairman Dowell
	 
Second: Commissioner Masten

Roll Call Vote: Unanimous     

V. 	 	NEW BUSINESS:

1. CUP 19-005 MOD - VERDE VALLEY HOMELESS COALITION – Consideration of a request for a Conditional Use Permit Modification currently providing a day time drop-in center for homeless individuals to offer job search services and an emergency cold weather shelter. Additional hours of operation are requested to provide shelter services to local residents impacted by COVID-19. The project is in a C-1 (Light Commercial) zone located at 654 N. Main Street. APN: 406-42-045H. Owner: Friendship Missions International Inc. Applicant: Carol Quasula/Verde Valley Homeless Coalition.



Planner Padgett presented proposed modifications.
Chairman Williams asked who decides the pandemic is over? Director Ellis responded by saying higher government officials would announce that.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fire Marshall Contreras addressed the Commissioners and stated he cannot approve since it would go against the ordinances. 
Matthew Martin, Executive Director of the Verde Valley Homeless Coalition, addressed the Commissioners and stated that the Homeless Coalition does not own the building so they cannot afford to alter the building. The Cares Act allows them to help monitor and track the transients better and keep tourists and public safety. This money would allow them to hire four individuals to operate the overnight shelter. 
Commissioner DiSisto asked how the Cares Act will help homeless with COVID.  Mr. Martin responded by saying the Cares Act is specific for COVID, and will help us with providing masks, bleach, better ways to wash clothes etc. 
Vice Chairman Dowell asked how long can a client stay?
	Mr. Martin responded saying no determination.

Vice Chairman Dowell asked is there a priority list?
	Mr. Martin responded saying it is first come, first serve. 

Vice Chairman Dowell asked if they have to sign in every day?
	Mr. Martin responded with yes.

Vice Chairman Dowell asked if the 20 beds will comply with COVID and social distancing requirements?
	Mr. Martin responded with yes. 

Vice Chairman Dowell asked if they will have money for maintenance in order to maintain with the increased hours?
	Mr. Martin responded saying yes, the space is great with low maintenance, downfall is there is only one bathroom. They have funds set aside for emergencies if need be.

Vice Chairman Dowell asked if the bathroom had a shower?
	Mr. Martin stated no, just a bathroom. 

Vice Chairman Dowell asked if they require them to be there at 6PM and then they are on lockdown? 
	Mr. Martin responded with its 8PM to 8AM. They are free to come and go from 8PM to 10PM, but after 10PM they cannot re-enter. If they smell of liquor, they cannot be allowed back in.

Vice Chairman Dowell asked when is lights out?
	Mr. Martin stated 10PM.

Vice Chairman Dowell asked if there will be a fire watch log?
	Mr. Martin responded with yes they will keep a cleaning and fire watch log.

Vice Chairman Dowell asked where bedding and clothes get washed? Is it onsite?
	Mr. Martin responded with onsite, we have 2 washers and 2 dryers. 
Commissioner Richter asked Mr. Martin how many people try signing up daily?
	Mr. Martin responded saying that if they could take everyone it would be 35-40 people a night.

Commissioner Richter asked if the applicants had tried talking to the building owner in regards to the upgrades needed.
	Mr. Martin stated the owner just passed and the sons that inherited it, just want to sell. The Homeless Coalition is trying to raise the money to buy the building and then they would be able to do the fire sprinklers needed. 
	
Commissioner Richter asked if Mr. Martin will be able to spend all the Cares Act money?
	Mr. Martin stated quite easily he will be able to. 

Commissioner Richter asked if the owners would want to upgrade before selling?
	Mr. Martin replied with no, they do not want to.

Director Ellis addressed the Commissioners and stated that during this meeting, they would be approving the overnights, and the City Council would need to approve the fire waiver needed. 

Planner Padgett addressed the Commissioners and stated the owners have been extremely helpful and gone above and beyond for the Homeless Coalition. 

Chairman Williams closed the floor to the public.

Commissioner Masten stated she would strongly encourage the City Council to waive fire requirements.

Commander Makuch addressed the board by stating he wants safety to remain number one. 

Chairman Williams asked if the Commissioners would want to put a time limit on it?
	All Commissioners respond and state December 31st would be a good time to review again. 

Director Ellis addressed the Commissioners by reminding them that stipulation number 2 said this isn’t permanent. Chairman Williams stated he would like a January Meeting to review. 

Vice Chairman Dowell showed concern about interrupting services if a meeting is not held in December prior to December 31st. Chairman Williams responded and said service would continue and operations would not be hindered until another meeting was held to review. 

Director Ellis looked up the January Planning and Zoning Commissioner Meeting and stated it was January 25th 2021. The Commissioners agreed to meet then, to review. 

Director Ellis also stated that this approval is contingent on City Council waiving the fire sprinkler requirements. 

Motion: To approve 19-005 MOD – Verde Valley Homeless Coalition’s requested use modification If approved, staff recommends the following stipulations:
1. That the project is developed in conformance with the development plans as approved at the Planning and Zoning Commission at the January 27, 2020 meeting.

2. That the project complies with the request of the Letter of Intent for the modification to allow services related to COVID-19.

3. That the project conforms to the Code Review Board comments dated November 21, 2019 and July 29, 2020.

4. That the project complies with all Building, Health, Fire and Police Department requirements for current operations and any expansion of services and hours of operation.

5. A Certificate of Zoning Compliance documenting the completion of conditions shall be issued prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.

6. That the applicant provides email and phone contact information to all property tenants and owners within a 300’ radius.

7. The City of Cottonwood reserves the right to revoke the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) if the use creates an irremediable public safety problem as determined by the City.

8. The CUP would expire January 25th 2021, and the applicant would need to re-apply. 

9. Approval is contingent on City Council waiving the fire sprinkler requirement. 

Made by: Vice Chairman Dowell
	 
Second: Commissioner Richter

Roll Call Vote: Unanimous     

VI. 	DISCUSSION ITEMS: NONE.

VII.       SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS: NONE

VIII.       ADJOURNMENT: 7:26PM

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to A.R.S. subject to certain specified statutory exceptions, parents have a right to consent before the State or any of its political subdivisions make a video or audio recording of a minor child. Meetings of the City Council are audio and/or video recorded, and, as a result, proceedings in which children are present may be subject to such recording. Parents in order to exercise their rights may either file written consent with the City Clerk to such recording, or take personal action to ensure that their child or children are not present when a recording may be made. If a child is present at the time a recording is made, the City will assume that the rights afforded parents pursuant to A.R.S. have been waived.

	Information on the above agenda items may be obtained in person from the Community Development Department, 111 N. Main Street in Cottonwood, or by calling (928) 634-5505.

	A verbal comment period will be provided during each hearing item.  The Chair may impose a time limit on each speaker. The Commission will not consider written materials submitted less than three working days before the meeting.

	Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02(B) the Commission may vote to go into executive session on any agenda item pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) and (4) for discussion and consultation for legal advice with the City Attorney.

	The Cottonwood Council Chambers and Community Club House are accessible to the handicapped in accordance with Federal “504” and “ADA” laws.  Those with needs for special typeface print or hearing devices may request these from the Planning Technician at 634-5505 (TDD 634-5526).  All requests must be made at least 24 hours before the meeting.

	Members of the Planning Commission will attend either in person or by telephone conference call.
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